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7/ Battle of luka N

September 19, 1862 DR[V[N@ T@UR b

As part of a larger Confederate offensive move into B , . .
Kentucky, Confederate General Braxton Bragg or- I I | |

dered Major General Sterling Price, former gover- —)A ]L‘E QF [UKA‘
nor of Missouri and victor of the Battle of Wilson’s '
Creek, to march into luka to prevent Union Major
General William S. Rosecrans from moving into
Tennessee to reinforce a Union garrison at Nash-
ville, thus potentially threatening Bragg'’s forces.

Union Major General Ulysses S. Grant, command-
ing the Army of the Tennessee, feared that Price
was moving to reinforce Bragg’s forces in Kentucky.
Grant devised a plan to catch Price’s forces in a
pincher movement in luka. Grant ordered Major
General E. O. C. Ord to advance on luka from the
west. Rosecran’s forces were to advance on luka
from the southwest and make a coordinated attack
on Price. Ord arrived on time but Rosecrans was
delayed. Grant ordered Ord to await the sound of
yghting between Rosecrans and Price before en-
gaging the Confederates. Rosecrans arrived about
mid-afternoon atop a ridge near luka and immedi-
ately engaged the Confederates.

Price posted two divisions north of luka to oppose
Ord and was surprised by Rosecrans’ sudden ap- M RIC &’°< Yalin)P \/\/T\
pearance in his rear. The Confederates launched o ERIGA S BL@QDIES)

an attack and captured a six-gun Union battery HIGH POINT:

while Rosecrans attacked from atop the ridge. y S —— —

Price reported that he had finever seen such yght- THE BAI I @ @E [UKA

ing.” The battle raged even after darkness fell. “THE FIGHT BEGAN AND \M&S
Up 1o that {me, with Union casualiies of 762 o I\ BEAHADVANGS LAV TR S
of a force of 4,500 and Confederate casualities of = NEVER SEEN SURPASSED.”
1,516 out of a force of 3,200. Confederate Briga- = GENERAL STIRLING PRICE, CSA,
dier General Henry Little was also killed in action o} L
at the Battle of luka. Remarkably, neither Ord nor ; N\ SEPTEMBER 19, 1862. Ve
Grant heard the sounds of the battle due to what is %) B
known as “acoustic shadow.” o J \
O Al T . B
Price’s army was able to escape during the night to E = § @% T[S‘H@M[N@@ @@UN I i
join Major General Earl Van Dorn at Ripley. Union =595 v v v v
forces occupied luka and mounted an unsuccessful 58 E = T@URISM COUNCIL
pursuit of Price. 8¢ 7 & 1001 BATTLEGROUND DRIVE
5 0 80z , ' rever 3
Union forces carried the day but failed to capture or g Eaz IUK A&, MISSISSIPPI 38852
destroy Price’s forces. Price and Van Dorn in Oc- E § = B IESQQEFUNEHERE (3865437/3)
tober 1862 launched an assault on Corinth which S~ %;é WA TTC o P
also resulted in a Union victory. S S < 3 N\ WWW.TISHOMINGO.0RG r
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